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Give this list to middle 
graders who like a little 
mystery in their reading 
lives, and watch them start 
snooping.

Al Capone Does My Homework. By 
Gennifer Choldenko. 2013. Dial, $17.99 
(9780803734722). Gr. 5–8.

Moose Flanagan has a mystery to solve: 
Who burned down the family apartment? 
Choldenko has the ability to humanize 
heroes and villains alike, and this final 
installment in the trilogy set on Alcatraz 
Island (following Al Capone Does My 
Shirts, 2005, and Al Capone Shines My 
Shoes, 2009) has tender drama and plenty 
of sleuth-worthy clues.

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. 
By Chris Grabenstein. 2013. Random, 
$16.99 (9780375870897). Gr. 4–7.

This wild and creative mystery begins 
when an eccentric game designer, who has 
just funded the new town library, invites a 
dozen 12-year-olds for an overnight event. 
Once the kids wake up, they discover a 
new and unexpected game is afoot. An 
ode to literature and libraries.

From Norvelt to Nowhere. By 
Jack Gantos. 2013. Farrar, $16.99 
(9780374379940). Gr. 6–9.

Whodunit this time? The murder of 
yet another old lady starts off the ram-
bunctious sequel to Gantos’ Newbery 
Medal–winning Dead End in Norvelt 
(2011). Gantos does an excellent job of 
keeping his readers guessing in this epi-
sodic mystery-cum-farce.

The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing. By 
Sheila Turnage. 2014. Penguin/Kathy 
Dawson, $16.99 (9780803736719).  
Gr. 4–6.

This sequel to Turnage’s Newbery 
Honor book, Three Times Lucky (2012), 
takes readers back to North Carolina 
and offers another mystery to solve. 
Who was the girl whose ghost haunts 
the old inn? How did she die, and who 
killed her? A droll, rewarding return 
trip.

Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator. By 
Jennifer Allison. 2005. Dutton, $16.99 
(9780525473756). Gr. 5–7.

Gilda’s summer in San Francisco be-
comes even more exciting after she learns 
her host’s daughter, Juliet, has been see-
ing the ghost of Gilda’s dead aunt. This 
mystery sets up the perfect situation for 
someone who considers herself a psychic 
investigator.

Greenglass House. By Kate Milford. 
2014. Clarion, $14.99 (9780544052703). 
Gr. 5–8.

Milo and his parents are looking for-
ward to having a vacation to themselves 
at Greenglass House, the inn where they 
live and routinely host benevolent pass-
ing smugglers, but when five unusual 
guest unexpectedly arrive and their be-
longings start disappearing, Milo finds 

Nancy Drew, Encyclopedia Brown, Sammy Keyes, 
Nate the Great—these young sleuths hardly age, 
and their adventures still fly off mystery shelves. 

But if you’re looking to enhance your collection, here are 
some terrific newer mysteries that will add to the intrigue 
at your library. All of them were reviewed in Booklist 
 between 2005 and 2014.
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himself at the center of a mystery. An 
enchanting and empowering read.

Hold Fast. By Blue Balliett. 2013. 
Scholastic, $17.99 (9780545299886).  
Gr. 4–7.

Eleven-year-old Early’s family may 
be poor, but her father, Dash, is trying 
to improve their circumstances. When 
he disappears, the family’s life is turned 
upside down, and they’re forced to move 
into a shelter. The mystery centers on a 
missing book, but this is as much about 
heart as it is about plot.

The London Eye Mystery. By Siobhan 
Dowd. 2008. Random/Yearling, paper, 
$7.99 (9780385751841). Gr. 5–8.

When Ted’s cousin disappears from the 
London Eye, an observation wheel from 
which one can see all over the city, the teen 
with Asperger’s must use his “funny brain” 
and his unconventional skills to find the 
boy. A taut page-turner with genuine heft.

Madhattan Mystery. By John J. Bonk. 
2012. Walker, $16.99 (9780802723499). 
Gr. 5–8.

Lexi and her brother arrive in NYC to 
stay with their aunt and attend City Camp. 
Instead, they get involved in a jewel heist 
and spend their trip dashing through train 
stations and around Central Park to find 
out not just the who but also the why. A 
madcap but well-rounded caper.

Masterminds. By Gordon Korman. 
2015. HarperCollins/Balzer+Bray, $16.99 
(9780062299963). Gr. 5–8.

Eli, 13, is content in the tiny, idyllic 
town of Serenity, New Mexico, until his 
misbehaving friend, Randy, is sent away. 
Something screwy is going on, and Eli 
is intent on getting to the bottom of it. 
Korman constructs a cleverly plotted, 
thought-provoking mystery with a gratify-
ing payoff.

The Mystery of Meerkat Hill: A Precious 
Ramotswe Mystery for Young Readers. 
By Alexander McCall Smith. Illus. by 
Iain McIntosh. 2013. Anchor, $12.99 
(9780345804587). Gr. 3–6.

The future proprietor of the No. 1 La-
dies’ Detective Agency meets two poor 
schoolkids, a brother and sister, who do 
possess one treasure: a meerkat. When 
their family’s cow goes missing, Precious 
must find it. This third book in the series 
is a standout as McCall Smith proves 
himself equally adept at writing for older 
and younger audiences.

Picture Me Gone. By Meg Rosoff. 2013. 
Putnam, $17.99 (9780399257650).  
Gr. 6–9.

When 12-year-old Mila’s father’s 
friend goes missing, father and daughter 
head to upstate New York to find him. 
Rosoff shapes this story as much by 
the insightful Mila’s observations and 
intuitions as actual events. Though it’s 
presented as a mystery, this is so much 
more than that.

The Red Blazer Girls: The Ring 
of Rocamadour. By Michael D. 
Beil. 2009. Knopf, e-book, $25.16 
(9780375843037). Gr. 5–8.

Sophie and her pals go to an exclusive 
school on the Upper East Side, where 
one afternoon Sophie spies a ghostly 
face in a window. The mystery becomes 
a scavenger hunt wrapped in clues 
about religion, literature, and math. 
Complex—especially the math—yet 
 appealing.

Rex Zero, King of Nothing. By Tim 
Wynne-Jones. 2008. Square Fish, 
paper, $6.99 (9780312674786).  
Gr. 4–6.

Sixth-grader Rex Norton-Norton (aka 
Rex Zero) has a whole set of mysteries to 
solve here, including the secretive behav-
ior of Mr. Norton-Norton. Set in 1960s 
Canada, this tale for preteens includes 
laugh-aloud humor and some very serious 
themes, too.

The Sixty-Eight Rooms. By Marianne 
Malone. Illus. by Gina Triplett. 2010. 
Random, $16.99 (9780375857102).  
Gr. 4–6.

The Thorne Rooms at Chicago’s Art 
Institute are the setting for this fantastic 
mystery. Ruthie and her best friend, 
Jack, are enthralled by the rooms filled 
with incredible miniatures. When they 
find they are able to shrink to go inside 
them, that’s when the mysteries and ad-
ventures begin.

Under the Egg. By Laura Marx 
Fitzgerald. 2014, Dial, $16.99 
(9780803740013). Gr. 4–7.

In the tradition of Blue Balliett’s art 
mysteries, this introduces Theo, 13, who 
has her hands full keeping her troubled 
mother and their Greenwich Village 
household afloat after her grandfather’s 
death. A mysterious painting, perhaps 
valuable, is discovered in the house, but 
what is it doing there? And what did her 
grandfather have to do with it?


