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From lost toys to murder, the mysteries in this year’s top 10 crime fiction for youth, 
reviewed in Booklist between May 1, 2014, and April 15, 2015, are no match for the 

deductive skills of these crackerjack sleuths. —Sarah Hunter

As Red as Blood. By Salla Simukka. Tr. by Owen Witesman. 2014. Amazon/Skyscape, 
paper, $7.99 (9781477847718). Gr. 10–12.

Lumikki, who calls herself the ”secret love child of Hercule Poirot and Lisbeth Sa-
lander,” tries to avoid meddling in other people’s business. That is, until she finds bloodied 
money in her art school’s darkroom.

Blood of My Blood. By Barry Lyga. 2014. Little, Brown, $18 (9780316198707). Gr. 10–12.
Lyga’s I Hunt Killers trilogy closes with Jazz determined to do away with his father for 

good. But can he use his dad’s sociopathic tricks without becoming a sociopath himself?

Greenglass House. By Kate Milford. Illus. by Jaime Zollars. 2014. Clarion, $17.99 
(9780544052703). Gr. 5–8.

When five unexpected guests arrive at Greenglass House, the inn Milo and his parents 
live in and operate, each of them loses an object. While Milo investigates, he discovers 
the house’s fascinating history.

Hermelin the Detective Mouse. By Mini Grey. Illus. by the author. 2014. Knopf, $17.99 
(9780385754330). PreS–Gr. 3.

Hermelin observes a series of mysteries and reveals the solutions in notes to his hu-
man neighbors. Will they be so welcoming of their puny PI when they find out he’s a 
mouse?

Hilda and the Black Hound. By Luke Pearson. Illus. by the author. 2014. Flying Eye, $24 
(9781909263185). Gr. 2–5.

Someone has been wreaking havoc all over Hilda’s town, and only she has the patience 
and sense of wonder to solve the case. In gorgeous, jewel-toned panels, plucky Hilda 
uses her ingenuity to uncover the fantastic truth.

I Am Princess X. By Cherie Priest. Illus. by Kali Ciesemier. 2015. Scholastic/Arthur A. 
Levine, $18.99 (9780545620857). Gr. 7–10.

Three years after May’s best friend, Libby, died in a car crash, she discovers a web-
comic starring Princess X, the comic-book character they created together in fifth grade, 
which seems to suggest Libby’s death was no accident.

If You Find This. By Matthew Baker. 2015. Little, Brown, $17 (9780316240086). Gr. 4–7.
On the Lake Michigan shore, an unlikely group is brought together by the promise of 

buried treasure. With a vivid setting and an original voice, this Goonies-esque adventure 
offers much more than just fortune hunting.

Lantern Sam and the Blue Streak Bandits. By Michael D. Beil. 2014. Knopf, $15.99 
(9780385753173). Gr. 4–6.

In 1938, 10-year-old Henry boards the Shoreliner express train from New York to Chi-
cago. When his friend Ellie is kidnapped, Henry, the train conductor, and a talking cat join 
forces to rescue her and find themselves entangled in a jewelry heist.

Skink—No Surrender. By Carl Hiaasen. 2014. Knopf, $18.99 (9780375870514). Gr. 7–10.
When Richard’s missing cousin, Malley, drops a clue about spotting a rare bird, he 

knows she’s in danger. With the help of Skink, a character from Hiaasen’s adult fiction, 
Richard careens around Florida to track down his cousin.

The Unfinished Life of Addison Stone. By Adele Griffin. 2014. illus. Soho Teen, $17.99 
(9781616953607). Gr. 9–12.

This cerebral take on a young girl’s untimely death unfolds in interviews and pictures, 
which raise intriguing questions about who might be responsible for her tragic demise.

beachfront living, no parents, possibly even 
an acting or music career? For these six, how-
ever, it’s a mixed blessing. Yes, they are legally 
emancipated with enough money to support 
this California lifestyle, but the knowledge that 
their parents may not love them enough to stick 
around—or may not be alive—creates its own 
issues. And then there’s the housework . . . .  
Reyes has posed a character study wrapped 
in a mystery. Each of the six teens embodies 
Golden State archetypes: the glamorous, sexy 
tennis star; the actress wannabe and her sup-
portive sister; the child star just out of rehab; 
the app-developer nerd; and the sweet gay guy 
who cooks. Their separate lives intertwine in 
unexpected and creepy ways, forcing them to 
reassess their housemates as possible murder-
ers, eyewitnesses, or complicit confidants. For 
some readers, the focus on lifestyle and daili-
ness of school, parties, and unrequited crushes 
will be slow going; for others, the anticipation 
of a more complex murder mystery will create 
interest in the upcoming books in the trilogy. 
—Frances Bradburn

Endangered.
By Kate Jaimet.
Aug. 2015. 196p. Poisoned Pencil, paper, $10.95 
(9781929345168); e-book, $7.99 (9781929345175).  
Gr. 8–10.

Hayley has been reporting for her father’s 
newspaper all through high school, and she 
loves going after a story. When she fails her 
biology exam, she is willing to forgo her di-
ploma, but then Ms. Cameron offers her a 
chance to redeem herself: Hayley can help 
her track down a rare sea turtle off the Nova 
Scotia coast and get enough credit to gradu-
ate. Even though Hayley does not want to leave 
what seems to be a breaking crime story (lots of 
blood spattered in a deserted hunting cabin) to 
accompany Ms. Cameron and her friend, the 
hippie animal-lover Ernest, her father insists. 
Along the way, Hayley comes to appreciate 
nature, even while spinning a story: the elu-
sive sea turtle has also gained the attention of 
poachers and collectors of rare species. Readers 
will find Hayley an intriguing heroine as she 
works to identify the enemy, avoid unexpected 
dangers, and capture the story. Plotlines inter-
sect and twist in unexpected ways, making this 
fast-paced ecological mystery a great choice for 
nature-lovers and those, like Hayley, who are 
ready to learn more about the great outdoors.  
—Melissa Moore

Fallout.
By Gwenda Bond.
May 2015. 304p. Switch, $16.95 (9781630790059).  
Gr. 8–11.

Bond cleverly reimagines star reporter Lois 
Lane as a teenager today. She is a savvy, con-
fident military brat whose family’s frequent 
moves have kept her from establishing any 
real friendships, except for an online friend 
known only as Smallville Guy. Superman fans 
will delight in the nicely detailed ties to the 
man of steel, while enjoying Bond’s focus on 


