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Psychological terror, espionage, and intrigue fill these stellar titles culled from audio-
books reviewed from May 1, 2014, through April 15, 2015. —Candace Smith

The Black-Eyed Blonde. By Benjamin Black. Read by Dennis Boutsikaris. 2014. 8hr. 
 Macmillan, CD, $39.99 (9781427233363).

Boutsikaris steps into Marlowe’s shoes as he narrates the search for a dead man who 
might not be dead at all. A memorable visit to Chandler’s mean streets.

Cartwheel. By Jennifer duBois. Read by Emily Rankin. 2013. 14.5hr. Books on Tape, CD, 
$45 (9780804164870). 

Listeners will ponder what is real in this psychological drama told from multiple 
viewpoints and based loosely on the Amanda Knox case. Rankin’s superb vocal character-
izations make this a captivating listening experience.

Destroyer Angel. By Nevada Barr. Read by Barbara Rosenblat. 2014. 11.5hr. Macmillan, 
CD, $39.99 (9781427235480).

When Anna Pigeon’s friends are kidnapped on a camping trip, she stalks the attackers. 
Rosenblat extracts fear, humor, and tension from each word in the text.

The Girl on the Train. By Paula Hawkins. Read by Clare Corbett and others. 2015. 11hr. 
Penguin Audio, CD, $40 (9781611763737); Books on Tape, CD, $40 (9781101887974).

A woman’s disappearance triggers an investigation. Three women, each with a different 
version of the events, take turns narrating this mesmerizing tale.

The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon. By Alexander McCall Smith. Read by Lisette 
Lecat. 2013. 9.5hr. Recorded Books, CD, $92.75 (9781470368340).

South African–born Lecat embodies Precious Ramotswe’s distinctive cadence, melodi-
ous voice, and rhythm of speech as the detective uses her keen insights to investigate 
the rumors circulating about the proprietor of a beauty salon.

Mr. Mercedes. By Stephen King. Read by Will Patton. 2014. 14.5hr. Simon & Schuster 
Audio, CD, $39.99 (9781442369788).

Patton gets everything right, from pitch-perfect characters to growing terror, as he nar-
rates this cat-and-mouse tale of a world-weary, retired detective trailing a killer.

An Officer and a Spy. By Robert Harris. Read by David Rintoul. 2014. 16hr. Books on 
Tape, CD, $45 (9780804165693).

Based on the Dreyfus affair, this spy thriller shows the human side of the historical 
events. Rintoul is perfection as the senior officer who tries to vindicate Dreyfus.

Ruin Falls. By Jenny Milchman. Read by Cassandra Campbell. 2014. 12hr. Books on Tape, 
CD, $45 (9780553398366).

Campbell sensitively portrays a woman’s transformation from dependent to determined 
in this tense tale of a mother tracking down her abducted children.

Runner. By Patrick Lee. Read by Raul Esparza. 2014. 9hr. Macmillan, CD, $29.99 
(9781427236074).

A chance meeting between an ex–Special Forces op and a runaway girl triggers this 
adrenaline-filled thriller. Esparza expertly handles both the nonstop action and the evolv-
ing emotional dilemmas.

The Silkworm. By Robert Galbraith. Read by Robert Glenister. 2014. 17.5hr. Hachette, 
CD, $40 (9781478980902).

British actor Glenister brilliantly depicts a bizarre cast of characters in this tense tale of 
a wounded war hero turned detective trying to solve a mystery writer’s murder—a crime 
that seems to have been based on the author’s own manuscript.

characters, for example, and Wolfe’s voice is 
essentially Mace’s—but this is one of those 
audiobooks where the narrator best serves 
the story by staying out of the author’s way. 
Great stuff. The print version was published 
as The Murder Man. —David Pitt

A Murder of Magpies.
By Judith Flanders. Read by Susan 
Duerden.
2015. 8hr. HighBridge, CD, $29.99 (9781622316021).

London editor Samantha Clair’s perfect 
routine is disturbed when a manuscript is 
stolen and Kit Lowell, the book’s author and 
one of Sam’s friends, goes missing. Could the 
claims made in this potentially libelous ex-
posé be dangerous enough to provoke theft 
and possibly murder? What’s more, another 
of Sam’s authors, a best-selling queen of 
women’s fiction, has written a chick-lit novel 
judged too terrible to be published. With her 
friend’s life and her job at stake, Sam takes 
matters into her own hands. Duerden’s posh 
British accents underline the smart humor 
in this witty mystery. Kit’s campy tones are 
particularly amusing, but Duerden’s drawl 
invites smiles throughout the gossipy and 
sometimes snarky dialogue. Duerden moves 
the tale along at a lively pace, drolly drama-
tizing both of Sam’s dilemmas with equal 
gravity. Popular nonfiction-author Flanders’ 
mystery debut offers an insider’s look into 
the British publishing industry in this archly 
amusing story. —Joyce Saricks

A Pleasure and a Calling.
By Phil Hogan. Read by Michael Page.
2015. 8hr. Brilliance, CD, $29.99 (9781501220739).

Realtor William Heming keeps the keys for 
every house he sells. That might not be an 
issue, except that in 17 years, he’s sold hun-
dreds of houses—and he likes to revisit them 
and breathe air redolent of others’ lives and 
possessions. That’s creepy enough, but then a 
young woman catches his eye, and when he 
“protects” her from a philanderer, things get 
out of hand. Page’s urbane baritone resonates 
with propriety that belies Heming’s true na-
ture, but as the story progresses, he adds an 
ominous note to his voice that warns listeners 
to keep their distance. Except for Katya, the 
Lithuanian assistant in the realty office, char-
acters speak in British accents that reflect their 
class and gender. Page’s voices for some of the 
female characters channel Dame Edna and 
add a darkly comedic note. Fans of psycho-
logical suspense will find much to appreciate 
in this relentlessly paced and darkly disturb-
ing novel. —Joyce Saricks

Spark.
By John Twelve Hawks. Read by Scott 
Brick.
2014. 11.5hr. Books on Tape, CD, $40 (9780553545579).

The author of the mysterious Fourth Realm 
trilogy heads out in a new direction with this 
story about a contract killer who has Cotard’s 
syndrome, a (nonfictional) disorder that makes 


