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TThe top-down hierarchy of book reviewing 
has been changed forever by a generation of 

Web users who rate, review, and comment while 
they navigate—and who can start their own 
book-review publication in minutes. Established 
cultural arbiters fear losing market share in the 
Wild West of the World Wide Web. But is old 

versus new an either/or proposition? Continuing 
the discussion begun in last year’s “Books and 

Blogs: Made for Each Other,” presenters will discuss 
the ways critical authority is earned, how old and new 
media can complement each other, and will share their 
most trusted sources of reviews. 

Thank you for coming! An audio recording will be made 
available soon on Booklist Online—watch our blog, Likely 
Stories [http://blog.booklistonline.com] for details.
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time, I have developed an affinity for certain re-
viewers. Generally it takes more than one review to 
sell me on a book; it is unusual that a single review 
would persuade me to read a work that I wasn’t 
already inclined to buy or borrow. The greatest 
challenge these days is finding the time to read all 
the great review content that is out there. For that 
reason, Tom Nissley’s weekly Omnivoracious feature, 
“Old Media Monday: Reviewing the Reviewers,” is 
one of my very favorite resources. 

With that in mind, here are the review sources I 
find myself turning to most often:

•	 New York Times
•	 New Yorker
•	 The Atlantic
•	 Wall Street Journal (especially Cynthia 

Crossen’s “Dear Book Lover” column)
•	 Omnivoracious [www.omnivoracious.com]
•	 Twenty by Jenny [www.twentybyjenny.com]
•	 Amazon customer reviews
•	 The Believer
•	 The New York Review of Books
•	 Bookforum

Jennifer Hubert 
Swan
Beyond the professional jour-
nals, which it goes without 
saying that I peruse regularly 
(Booklist, School Library Jour-
nal, Horn Book, Kirkus, VOYA) 

I also like these: 
 
Bookmarks Magazine [www.bookmarksmagazine
.com]

I like it because I can get major reviews from non-
library sources (newspapers and magazines, mostly) 
of literary adult fiction and popular nonfiction all 
in one place. They give snippets of those published 
reviews, then write a summarizing statement that 
concludes all opinions given. They have an online 
component, but I subscribe to the print version.

Bookends [http://bookends.booklistonline.com]
I served on the Best Books for Young Adults com-

mittee with both the authors, Cindy Dobrez and Lynn 
Rutan, so I trust their opinions implicitly (even if I 
don’t always agree with them) and appreciate that 

they review a wide range of books in terms of age. I 
work in a K–8 school and purchase everything from 
picture books to middle grade and YA books, so I love 
the width and breadth of Cindy and Lynn’s coverage 
and the fact that they look at the titles with a criti-
cal, school librarian’s eye. 
 
A Chair, A Fireplace and a Tea Cozy [http://yzocaet
.blogspot.com]

I have always been a fan of Liz’s even-handed re-
views and blogging news. She draws my attention to 
issues that are being discussed in the blogosphere in 
addition to reviewing not only books, but other media 
that may be of interest to teens.  
 
Bookshelves of Doom [http://bookshelvesofdoom
.blogs.com]

I love, love, love the snarky tone of this blog. Leila 
Roy reviews kids’ and YA books with “a distinct lack 
of highbrow intellectualism,” which makes them less 
criticism and more reader response but a heck of a lot 
of fun to read.  
 
Shelf Elf [http://shelfelf.wordpress.com]

Like me, the Shelf Elf is a middle-school teacher, 
so I appreciate her viewpoint on books—our target 
audience is the same! She reviews a wide range of 
titles but mostly sticks to those that would be appro-
priate for middle grade readers, with a few YA titles 
thrown in.  
 
The YA YA YA’s [http://theyayayas.wordpress.com]

I like the fact that this blog is maintained by three 
YA librarians and that they all have differing opin-
ions. There is so much being published for teens that 
it’s impossible to keep up with it all, so I look at their 
blog for books they think are notable that I may have 
missed.  
 
Entertainment Weekly [http://www.ew.com/ew/
books]

The best place to look for adult literary fiction and 
pop culture titles that will be of interest to teens. I 
just wished they reviewed more YA books! 
 
New York Times [www.nytimes.com/pages/books]

I love their children’s and YA reviews written by my 
NYC contemporaries and hipsters like John Green 
and Ned Vizzini; I just wish they weren’t so stingy 
with review space and covered more titles more often. 

Otis Chandler
Goodreads [www.goodreads
.com] is all about bringing to 
the surface book reviews and 
recommendations from the most 
trusted review source I have: my 
friends. Some friends are entre-

preneurs and are good for finding business books like 
David L. Sokol’s Pleased, But Not Satisfied. Other 
friends are good at finding science fiction or general 
fiction books. On the site I also follow several book 
clubs—many of whom often turn up really interest-
ing titles. My favorite group is the SciFi and Fantasy 
Bookclub, which has over 3,000 members that read 
one book each month. 

When we need to find popular new titles 
Goodreads is a trove of information. Some of the 
best sources are our new releases lists, which use 
member data to determine the most popular upcom-
ing titles for each month. Goodreads lists also have 
great data. A good example is “The ‘Can’t Wait’ 
Books of 2010.”

When I do find a book that sounds interesting, I 
first read any friend reviews for it, and then I dive 
into our general community reviews. We have some 
smart people! One of my favorite things to do when 
I’m bored is read the one-star reviews of a book I 
didn’t love—it’s just too much fun! 

Ron Charles
I remain shamelessly uninter-
ested in reading more book 
reviews after slogging away at 
it all week in the office, so I 
don’t have much to contribute. I 
always check Publishers Week-
ly, Library Journal, and Kirkus 

Reviews, but find Kirkus’s negative reviews the 
most helpful. (I can get enough Hyperventilating 
praise of from the publicists.) I also always read the 
Guardian because it’s smart, witty and sometimes 
deliciously vicious. (In America, we’re all so eager 
to get quoted on book jackets.) I also find myself 
reading Goodreads fairly frequently. It helps me get 
a good sense of how real readers are responding to 
a book.

And sadly, that’s about it. I canceled my subscrip-
tion to that Other East Coast Newspaper’s book 
section last year when I realized I hadn’t read it in 
months. 

 
Jon Fine
For me, a trusted review can 
come from almost anywhere—
whether Michiko Kakutani 
in the New York Times or an 
Amazon customer. I look for 
points of resonance between the 
reviewer’s perspective and my 

own. These might include references to other books 
I’ve read, or use of language, or writing style, or 
any number of other indicia. If I can find some hook 
to contextualize the reviewer and review, I can get 
a pretty strong sense of the review’s utility in deter-
mining whether the book is one I might enjoy. This 
means that the whole reviewing spectrum, whether 
a professional or a blogger or just an avid reader, 
can help me decide what to read next—though over 

Before the 
conference, 
we asked our 
panelists to 
share their most 
trusted sources 
of reviews. Here 
is what they had 
to say.


