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Book Group Buzzing

Thank you for joining us today.

will begin at 1 p.m. CDT.

Today’s panelists are:

Kayleigh George
Senior Marketing 

Associate

David Eicke
Library Marketing 

Coordinator

Rebecca Vnuk
Book Group 

Buzz Blogger

Talia Sherer
Director of Library 

Marketing

Erica Melnichok
Library Marketing 

Manager

Book Group Buzzing
Tuesday, July 26

1 p.m. CDT

Tweet this webinar!

#BooklistWebinar

Download a list of all the titles featured in 

today’s presentation at

www.booklistonline.com/bookgroupbuzz

Today’s panelists:

Kayleigh George
Senior Marketing 

Associate

David Eicke
Library Marketing 

Coordinator

Rebecca Vnuk
Book Group Buzz 

Blogger

Talia Sherer
Director of Library 

Marketing

Erica Melnichok
Library Marketing 

Manager

David Eicke
Library Marketing Coordinator

Erica Melnichok
Library Marketing Manager

Email us! Library@Randomhouse.com
Have feedback?    

Big Hits for Book Groups!  
Fall 2011

mailto:Library@Randomhouse.com
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Randomhouselibrary.com

@RHLibrary

RHLibrary

RHLibrary
@ericamelnichok

POETRY AFTER 9/11: An 

Anthology of New York Poets

Edited by Dennis Loy 

Johnson and Valerie 

Merians

978-0-385-52122-2 

HC

6/14/2011

$25.00 $28.95

Random House

Haiku is meta

For this one. But it will ne’er

Stack up to what’s here.

BEFORE EVER AFTER

Samantha Sotto

978-0-307-71987-4

HC

8/2/2011 

$23.00/$25.95C 

Crown

Husband: dead or not?

Not, Paolo? Then where is he? 

One way to find out. 

TO THE END OF THE 
LAND: A Novel

David Grossman

978-0-307-47640-1

TR (forthcoming)

8/9/2011 

$22.95 

Vintage

Hiding from the mail,

Israeli Scheherazade

Keeps her son alive.

LET’S TAKE THE LONG 
WAY HOME: A Memoir of 

Friendship

Gail Caldwell

978-0-8129-7911-4

TR

8/9/2011

$14.00/$16.00C

Random House

A perfect friendship

At an inconvenient time

Is better than none.
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THE BUDDHA IN THE 
ATTIC

Julie Otsuka

978-0-307-70000-1  

HC

8/23/2011 

$22.00/$25.00C

Knopf

The boat to San Fran.

Disembarkation. Marriage.

Worries in between.

BECOMING MARIE 
ANTOINETTE

Juliet Grey

978-0-345-52386-0

TR

8/9/2011 

$15.00/$17.00C 

Ballantine

Not always regal—

Little Marie Antoinette—

But always trouble.

THE TOWER, THE 
ZOO AND THE 
TORTOISE

Julia Stewart

978-0-307-47691-3

TR

8/23/2011

$25.00/NCR

The Dial Press

Get back here, penguins!!

A Queen’s menagerie leaves

No time for romance.

JANE AUSTEN MADE 
ME DO IT: Original Stories 

Inspired by Literature's Most Astute 
Observer of the Human Heart

Laurel Ann Nattress

978-0-345-52496-6

TR

10/11/2011 

$15.00/$17.00C 

Ballantine

Through their own stories, 

Meet every writerly girl’s

Literary crush. 

MY NAME IS 
VICTORIA: The Extraordinary 

Story of one Woman's Struggle to 
Reclaim her True Identity

Victoria Donda

978-1-59051-404-7  

TR 

10/18/2011

$15.95/$17.95C

Other Press

Dictatorship lives

In an identity farce.

What’s in a name? Lots. 

THE METROPOLIS 
CASE

Matthew Gallaway

978-0-307-46343-2

TR

11/8/2011 

$15.00/$17.00C 

Broadway

Tristan and Isolde:

For four, its echoes bound 

Through the centuries
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EVOLUTION

Jean-Baptiste De Panafieu

978-1-60980-368-1

HC

11/15/2011

$45.00/$51.00C

Seven Stories

This photographer

Is just over the moon for

What’s under the hood.

THE BIRD SISTERS

Rebecca Rasmussen

978-0-307-71797-9

TR

12/20/2011 

$14.00/$16.00C 

Broadway

Small-town Wisconsin

Where two sisters fix fauna

With wings and without. 

Email us! Library@Randomhouse.com
Have feedback?    

Thank you!
Kayleigh George
Senior Marketing Associate

CROOKED LETTER, CROOKED LETTER
Tom Franklin
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780060594671
On sale: 5/17/2011
$14.99
150K
Also available as an e-book

The New York Times bestseller, now in paperback! 

In a small Mississippi town, two men are torn 
apart by circumstance and reunited by tragedy in 
this resonant novel from the Edgar Award-
winning author of Smonk and Hell at the Breech.

FAITH
Jennifer Haigh
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780060755812
On sale: 1/17/2012
$14.99
100K
Also available as an e-book

A woman must uncover the truth about her 
family, her beliefs, and herself in Faith, an 
“expertly wrought” New York Times bestseller 
now in paperback.

mailto:Library@Randomhouse.com
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WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT KEVIN
Lionel Shriver
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780062119049
On sale: 11/29/2011
$14.99
100K

A mother’s unsettling quest to understand her 
teenage son’s deadly violence, her own 
ambivalence toward motherhood, and the 
explosive link between them—now a major 
motion picture starring Tilda Swinton and John C. 
Reilly.

FINAL ART TO COME

STILTSVILLE
Susanna Daniel
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780061963087
On sale: 6/28/2011
$14.99
25K
Also available as an e-book

“A deeply engrossing tale of love, family, 
friendship, and motherhood.  Susanna Daniel is 
an extraordinary writer and Stiltsville is a 
beautiful book.” —Curtis Sittenfeld, author of 
Prep and American Wife

MAN IN THE WOODS
Scott Spencer
Ecco 
ISBN 13: 9780061466571
On sale: 9/6/2011
$14.99
50K
Also available as an e-book

"Spencer, a master of piercing insight and letter-
perfect prose, tantalizes to the last climactic 
sentence of this compelling exploration of the 
wages of guilt."- Booklist (starred review)

THE FATES WILL FIND THEIR WAY
Hannah Pittard
Ecco 
ISBN 13: 9780061996061*
On sale: 1/17/2012
$14.99
30K
Also available as an e-book

“A dreamlike cross between The Virgin Suicides 
and The Lovely Bones.” —Time magazine

“What emerges from the narration instead of 
facts are exquisite details that translate instantly 
into memory.”- New York Times Book Review

GILLESPIE AND I
Jane Harris
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780062103208
On sale: 1/31/2012
$14.99
30K

From the Orange Prize-nominated author of 
The Observations comes an absorbing, 
atmospheric exploration of one young woman’s 
friendship with a volatile artist and her place in 
the controversy that consumes him.

CARIBOU ISLAND
David Vann
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780061875731
On sale: 1/3/2012
$14.99
20K
Also available as an e-book

“Gets to places other novels can't touch. . . . 
Takes us someplace darker, older, more 
powerful than the daylit world.” —Kevin Canty, 
New York Times Book Review
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WHATEVER YOU LOVE
Louise Doughty
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780062094667
On sale: 3/27/2012
$14.99
50K

Longlisted for the Orange Prize and shortlisted 
for the Costa Novel Award —a hauntingly 
beautiful investigation of love, loss, and 
revenge.  

THE LEGACY
Katherine Webb
Harper Paperbacks
ISBN 13: 9780062077301
On sale: 8/30/2011
$14.99
60K
Also available as an e-book

A haunting debut novel about a secret family 
history stretching from present-day England to 
turn-of-the-century America.  

THE DRESSMAKER OF KHAIR KHANA
Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
Harper Perennial
ISBN 13: 9780061732478
On sale: 3/20/2012
$14.99
100K
Also available as an e-book

The story of a fearless young woman turned 
entrepreneur who saved her family and brought 
hope to the lives of dozens of women in war-torn 
Afghanistan, written by a former reporter for ABC 
News. 

"Remarkable."- New Yorker

THE LANTERN
Deborah Lawrenson
Harper 
ISBN 13: 9780062049698
On sale: 8/9/2011
$25.99
100K
Also available as an e-book

In the tradition of Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca, 
a modern gothic novel rich in atmosphere and 
suspense, set in the lush countryside of 
Provence—a beguiling story of love, scents, 
secrets, and murder.  

THIS BEAUTIFUL LIFE
Helen Schulman
Harper 
ISBN 13: 9780062024381
On sale: 8/2/2011
$25.99
35K
Also available as an e-book

"A painfully honest novel that examines with 
precision the delicate balancing act needed to 
nurture a family through these manic times. 
Reminiscent of Anita Shreve's Testimony and 
Anna Quindlen's Every Last One." 
- Library Journal (starred review)

FALLING TOGETHER
Marisa de los Santos
William Morrow 
ISBN 13: 9780061670879
On sale: 10/4/2011
$25.99
250K

“She creates remarkably real characters ...and the 
writing is consistently intelligent...It’s the three-
dimensional men, women, and children who 
populate her fiction that I’ll remember for a very 
long time.”—Nancy Pearl, NPR's Morning Edition 
commentator and author of the Book Lust books.
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Contact:

Kayleigh George

Senior Marketing Associate

Library Marketing

212.207.7872  

kayleigh.george@harpercollins.com

www.roaring20s.typepad.com/

www.facebook.com/librarylovefest

www.twitter.com/librarylovefest

Talia Sherer
Director of Library Marketing

•URL: www.macmillanlibrary.com

•E-mail: talia.sherer@macmillan.com

•Twitter: @TaliaSherer | @MacmillanLib 

•Telephone: 646-307-5753

This t-shirt was re-purposed 
with permission from Bill Barnes 
& Gene Ambaum, creators and 
founders of the mighty 
Unshelved. Please visit  
Unshelved.com/bookclub for 
their book club suggestions!

The American Heiress
Daisy Goodwin
St. Martin’s Press
Now Available

The Sisters
Nancy Jensen
St. Martin’s Press
November 2011

mailto:kayleigh.george@harpercollins.com
http://www.roaring20s.typepad.com/
http://www.facebook.com/librarylovefest
http://www.twitter.com/librarylovefest
http://www.macmillanlibrary.com/
mailto:talia.sherer@macmillan.com
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The Leftovers
Tom Perrotta
St. Martin’s Press
September 2011

Freedom
Jonathan Franzen
Picador
October 2011

By Nightfall
Michael Cunningham
Picador
September 2011

The Marriage Plot
Jeffrey Eugenides
Farrar, Straus & Giroux
October 2011

Tides of War
Stella Tillyard
Picador / Frances Coady
October 2011

The Borgia Betrayal
Sara Poole
St. Martin’s Griffin
Now Available

http://on.fb.me/gJ1I5h
http://on.fb.me/gJ1I5h
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Still Missing
Chevy Stevens
St. Martin’s Griffin
Now Available

One Was a Soldier
Julia Spencer-Fleming
Minotaur Books
Now Available

Sweet Valley Confidential
Francine Pascal
St. Martin’s Griffin
October 2011

Glow
Amy Kathleen Ryan
St. Martin’s Griffin
October 2011

The Puppy Diaries
Jill Abramson
Times Books
October 2011

Best Friends, Occasional Enemies
Lisa Scottoline
St. Martin’s Press
November 2011
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The End. 

Rebecca Vnuk
Book Group Buzz Blogger

Trends in Book Discussion

Rebecca Vnuk of 
www.shelfrenewal.com

Blogger for Booklist’s Book 
Group Buzz

Trend:  
Choosing books 
based on format

• Audiobooks

• Large Print

• eBook availability?

– How far do you go?

Trend:
Author Visits

• In person

• Virtual

– Phone, Skype, other web conference

How does this affect the conversation?

Trend: 

Non-Traditional Reading

• Magazine discussion group
– Possible choices:  The New Yorker, Utne 

Reader, Mother Jones, The Nation, The 
Atlantic

– Focus on a particular magazine, or a 
different magazine each month?

– Read the whole thing/choose articles?
•New Yorker discussion group:

http://wapo.st/pIswkm (Washington Post article)

http://www.shelfrenewal.com/
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Trend: 

Non-Traditional Reading cont.

• Short story groups

– As part of your regular rotation?  Or a 

separate group?  Who does this attract?

• Poetry

– As part of your regular rotation?  Or a 
separate group?  Just another poetry 

slam?

Trend:  

Book Discussion as a Social Event

• Skokie’s LitLounge
http://www.skokie.lib.il.us/s_read/rd_discussion/LitLounge.asp

• Oak Park’s GenreX

http://www.genre-x.com/

• Minneapolis’ Books and Bars

http://booksandbars.com/

Trend: 
Getting Men to your Discussions

• Choosing appealing books

• Advertising – tying in with more Social-style events

• “Let whoever is interested in discussing the book 
come  - and don’t worry about the rest of those 
darn people…So if the majority of males don’t want 
to discuss books  - who cares? Those of us who do 
enjoy it have a great time. Those other guys? They 
don’t know what they’re missing.” – Ted Balcom, 
Book Group Buzz

Book Group Buzz 

• Book group tips and 
reading lists

• The most-read of all the 
Booklist blogs

• Posts by well-known RA 
librarians and Booklist staff

• Frequently updated

booklistonline.com/blogs 

Since 2009, Booklist’s Book Group Buzz has been selected as 

the official blog for National Reading Group Month, an 
initiative of the Women’s National Book Association. 

More information can be found at nationalreadinggroup.org.

&
Thank You!

Questions? Comments?

Contact me at 
RebeccaVnuk@gmail.com

or learn more at  
www.shelfrenewal.com and 

www.bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com

http://www.skokie.lib.il.us/s_read/rd_discussion/LitLounge.asp
http://www.genre-x.com/
http://www.genre-x.com/
http://www.genre-x.com/
http://booksandbars.com/
http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/
mailto:RebeccaVnuk@gmail.com
http://www.shelfrenewal.com/
http://www.shelfrenewal.com/
http://www.shelfrenewal.com/
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Special thanks to today’s panelists:

Kayleigh George
Senior Marketing 

Associate

David Eicke
Library Marketing 

Coordinator

Rebecca Vnuk
Book Group 

Buzz Blogger

Talia Sherer
Director of Library 

Marketing

Erica Melnichok
Library Marketing 

Manager

Today’s webinar will be archived at

www.booklistonline.com/webinars

Upcoming Booklist webinars

• Math, Science & More (August 9)

• YA Announcements: Fall 2011 (August 23)

Special offer for webinar attendees

Enjoy 50% off a subscription 

to Booklist Online—for more 

information e-mail: 

info@booklistonline.com. 

Offer expires August 12.

Book Group Buzzing
Thank you for attending our webinar

Special thanks to our sponsors:


